The Wonder of Living Things
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Gardener: Yosuke Otfa

Garden News
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In autumn, the deciduous frees in Shosei-en's Maple Valley and other areas start changing color. LoV XX TOE
As you stroll around, please look at the maples and ginkgo frees, but also check out the (L5 xnE)
Japanese wax frees by the sfone shoreline turning red to the stems and fhe adorable little Purple beautyberry
purple beautyberries that are blooming. We don't prune these trees’ branches as they grow out.
Each year during winter, we restraighten their shapes by cuffing back branches and roofs so

that they're prepared for autumn, the season when we most want them to be seen. As | look at
the beaufiful figures of the Japanese wax frees and purple beautyberries we've spent a year

getting into shape, it is powerfully moving to see that autumn leaf season has come once again.
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Japanese wax tree
autumn leaves
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Among the acorns at Shosei-en, the ones on its ring-cupped oaks and bamboo-leaf oaks are easy to find and they ripen brown from around October.
“Like comparing acorn heights,” is a Japanese saying used fo describe a narrow range of variety, and while acorn sizes and shapes are indeed

In Japanese, nuts such as acorns that are covered in hard shells and don't split open after they ripen are called kenka, which means "hard fruit."
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similar, you can tell them apart through their hat-like cupules and other characteristics. So when you find an acorn, try fo identify it!
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Ring-cupped oaks Bamboo-leaf oaks
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6-8 rings
The acorn’s cupule is deeply sunk
and its rings stand out clearly.
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6-8 rings
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Thick colored stripes
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<Flowering periods vary from year fo year This autumn, enjoy the leaves and fruits that color the garden again.
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: Ginkgo tree
Trident maple
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Metasequoia
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Nomura maple

them alon
\.Q“\« k(?Yg ouHinedg' e S e
rore™ " purgy,

//////I’J}@

Zf@é%%ﬁ - “a ?{7

AR 73
(£ x71B]) b
FifnTtuwa !

Ginkgo trees and
metasequoias are also
called living fossils!
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Purple beautyberry
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Japanese wax free
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Find acorns easily here!
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Ring-cupped oak Bamboo-leaf oak



